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488 BA.KTJCH SPINOZA. 

for thus it happens that, uninfluenced by the immediate contact of 
hostile countries, and almost unbiassed by the influence of peoples of 
foreign blood, during the long course of years in which our country 
has never seen the foot of an invader, we have been enabled so to 
develope our own ideas of right and wrong, of political freedom, and 
of political morality, that we now stand here, the freest country on 
the face of the globe, enjoying our privileges, under the strongest 
and freest Government in the living world." 



BARUCH SPINOZA* 



Much of the scope of the present work is theological, and the prin- 
ciples on which the Anthropological Jtevieiv is conducted preclude 
the discussion of theological subjects. The Tractatus Theologico- 
Politicus, however, contains much valuable information respecting 
purely scientific topics which have, since Baruch Spinoza gave to the 
world those profound works which will be for ever associated with 
his name, become even popular. As the learned and anonymous 
editor of the Tractatus observes : — 

" The Hindus preceded the Hebrews in civilization by hundreds, 
perhaps by thousands of years, and in their Vedas, which existed in 
writing centuries before the Jews became serfs to Egyptian task- 
masters, they have not only given us a clear insight into their religi- 
ous world, but have actually transmitted the record of this in the 
tongue which is the root of all the dialects spoken in Europe to the 
present day. It might have been that the Sanscrit Vedas had de- 
scended to us as our especial religious inheritance, when we should 
have had Brahm, Vichnou, and Siva as our triune divinity. The 
Zends, again, the religious books of the ancient Persians, are of great 
antiquity, and, as the Persians were nearer neighbours of the Jews 
than the Hindus, so do we find that they have influenced Jewish ideas 
in a much greater measure." 

Much credit is due to the editor, and especially to the publishers, 

who have produced this valuable work in a compendious form and at 

a cheap price. Many readers will gladly peruse it, if only to study 

the thoughts of an author whose terse and vigorous style hag raised 

him for the last two hundred years to the position of the best-abused 

author in philosophy. We would very much like to see the Ethica of 

the same author published in the same manner as the present volume. 

* Tractatus Theologico-Politicus ; a Critical Inquiry into the History, Pur- 
pose, and Authenticity of the Hebrew Scriptures : with the right to free thought 
and free discussion asserted, and shewn to be not only consistent, but necessarily 
bound up with true piety and good government. By Benedict de Spinoza. From 
the Latin ; with an Introduction and Notes by the Editor. 8vo. London : Tiubner 
and Co. 1863. 



